
 

PERFORMANCE GUIDELINES -   
for Joyeux Noël - Saturday 7th December 2019 

 
Dress  Code 
Gentlemen – Usually either dinner jacket, white shirt, black trousers & black bow tie OR black 
trousers and black shirt with no tie, no jacket. Decision will be made closer to the date 
depending on the weather. 
 
Ladies – LONG black skirt (not calf length) or LOOSE black trousers, black tops with modest 
necklines and full or ¾ length sleeves, black shoes, red scarf (available from Penny Robinson). 
Please remember NO perfume. 
 
Entry and exit to concert staging: 
Any additional necessary instructions on entrance and exit will be given at the afternoon 
rehearsal in the church; otherwise the following points apply - 
 
 Note your position relative to others in your row, and if you are leading a row in, note the last 

person of the previous row to give a seamless entry. 
For safety reason no handbags are to be taken on the stage 

 
 Before the performance and at the end of the interval, please line up quietly in the chancel in 

good time. (The end of the interval is usually indicated by a dimming of the lights).  
When asked, move quickly and quietly to your place by the agreed route and sit in silence. 
Stand as one when Nicola enters. 
 

 At the interval Nicola will leave us standing. Do not sit again, but lead out in reverse order 
and return to the chancel by the agreed route before joining friends in the body of the church. 
Do not leave anything on your seat during the interval 
 

 .At the end of the performance Nicola will leave us seated when she first exits, to enable the 
choir to join in the applause when she re-enters with the soloists. 
Then stand on her final exit to enable us to leave the stage smoothly.  
Do not applaud at any other time – especially when the audience are applauding us! 

 
 

During the performance 
Before getting onto the stage be clear how the concert is to run and where you need to sit and 
stand – the sits and stands for this concert are at the end of this document. 
 
When standing up or sitting down, please try to do so quietly and fluidly, as one entity!  
DO NOT JUST RELY ON YOUR NEIGHBOUR! 
 
• At the beginning of the concert and after the interval, stand on the cue as decided and 
practised at rehearsal. 
 
• Throughout the performance, stand or sit only on the signal from Nicola or at pre-arranged 
places in the score. 
 
• At the end of the chorus/concert maintain your singing position, with the music held up, until 
Nicola indicates that the item is ended and relaxes. Remain standing until signalled to sit. 
 



• Stand to receive applause only on the signal from Nicola  remembering she will leave us 
standing at the very end. 
 
During solos or instrumental interludes 
Do not distract the audience by whispering or turning pages in your score. Use paperclips, 
where necessary, to isolate solo or instrumental sections and turn to the next choral section 
quietly.  
 
Applause for soloists, orchestra and Nicola. 
To avoid a ragged look to the choir, only applaud when the soloists and M.D. return from their 
first exit  
i.e. while the choir is still seated. STOP immediately if the Nicola calls the choir to its feet. 
 

Folders 
Please try to remember to carry, if possible, your folder under your left arm in towards the body, 
open folders once we have stood and then to close their folders could be immediately as Nicola 
turns round to bow at the end of each piece.  This is something we have thought of before but 
really could make the whole choir look much more co-ordinated. Let’s give it a try at this concert. 
 

Running Order/ Sits and Stands 
 

Charpentier Messe de Minuit  
 STAND for ‘Kyrie’ & ‘Gloria’ as Nicola steps on podium 
 SIT for a short while after ‘Gloria’ 
 STAND for ‘Credo’ 
 SIT for a short while after ‘Credo’ 
 STAND for ‘Sanctus’ and ‘Agnus Dei’ 
 SIT at end of ‘Agnus Dei’ (end of Messe de Minuit)  
 
Stay seated and rest during harp solo! (Noël Nouvelet) 
 
STAND for the selection of French carols: 
1. Cantique de Noël 
2. Il est né le divin enfant 
3. The Shepherds’ Farewell 
4. Quelle est cette odeur agréable? 
(Nicola to leave choir standing for leading off) 
 
INTERVAL 
 
Saint-Saëns Oratorio de Noël 
 STAND as Nicola steps onto podium 
 SIT for 1. Prélude 
 STAND for 2 
 SIT for 3 
 SOPRANOS & ALTOS STAND for 4 
 SIT for 5 
 STAND FOR 6 
 SIT for 7 & 8 
 STAND for 9 & 10 
 
Nicola to give signal to SIT before she exits. 


